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A dispute has arisen between a
Republican state lawmaker and the
state’s election coordinator on
checking whether non-U.S. citizens
are registered to vote.

Rep. Susan Lynn (R-Mt. Juliet)
has written three letters to Brook
Thompson, the state’s election coor-
dinator, concerning people not eligi-
ble to vote being able to do so
through ineligible social security
numbers.

Attending a legislative confer-
ence, a lawmaker from Utah made
Lynn aware of a “loophole” that
non-U.S. citizens could have used to
register to vote.

The issue centers on Individual
Taxpayer Identification Numbers
(ITIN). Those numbers are given to
immigrants, regardless of status, for
tax purposes. The ITIN numbers
come in the same format as a social
security number, but only begin with
a nine.

A nine, zero or an eight are 
the only digits no social security

number starts with.
Lynn essentially wants to know

whether anyone in the state has 
registered to vote using a social
security number that begins with
those three digits, which would
mean the voter had an invalid social
security number and could not be
eligible to vote.

“To protect the integrity of our
elections… we ought to make sure
that we haven’t inadvertently regis-
tered anyone to vote who doesn’t
have a valid social security number,”
Lynn said. “And that’s what I’m try-
ing to find out.” 

But Thompson, the election coor-
dinator, said that Lynn hasn’t told
him why she wants the information
or shown proof that there are
improperly registered voters in her
letters.

Thompson said he didn’t know

that social security numbers don’t
start with certain digits. He urged
Lynn to show him information that
indicated some numbers weren’t
eligible to begin social security
numbers.

“Tell me why? If it’s because they
are illegally registered, tell me they
are illegally registered,” Thompson

said. “And we will do what we need to
do. We will launch an investigation.”

Thompson said he has consulted
with the Secretary of State and the
Attorney General and doesn’t think
he could release the social security
information.

Lynn said she is not requesting
that social security numbers be
revealed and doesn’t know that there
is a problem with voters being
improperly registered. 

She is asking for how many regis-
tered voters have social security num-
bers starting with improper digits,
and Lynn said Thompson hasn’t cited
state or federal law that prohibits him
from revealing that information.

“It seems that their decision is
totally arbitrary,” Lynn said. “I don’t

know why they’ve made the deci-
sion to not give me these numbers.”

The Mt. Juliet Republican said
she’d await a letter from Thompson
citing law that prohibits him from
releasing the information.

Lynn said she didn’t inform
Thompson of which digits couldn’t
begin social security numbers before
because she didn’t receive confirma-
tion from the Social Security
Administration until today. Lynn
provided that confirmation to The
City Paper.

She did show in her 3rd letter
which specific beginnings to social
security numbers she wanted
Thompson to check to make sure
people weren’t improperly regis-
tered to vote. CP
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GOP lawmaker, election coordinator fight
over releasing social security number data
■ Rep. Lynn wants to check 
if ineligible persons are
registered to vote in state

“To protect the integrity of our elections… we
ought to make sure that we haven’t inadvertently

registered anyone to vote who doesn’t have a valid
social security number,” 

— Rep. Susan Lynn (R-Mt. Juliet)




